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Dear friends of Vakoka Vakiteny. 

During the year 2010 we started many new book projects, and this year we will be 

able to finish them. Currently we have five projects of which one, Uncle Tefy, already 

is almost finished. Some others are further in the distance. Still we hope to have fin-

ished all our present activities during the first half of 2011. 

 

Thank you for your support. Without sponsors we wouldn’t be able to do any of our 

recent activities, and we will still be dependent on your help. 

 

Mparany Rakotondrainy 

Director of Vakoka Vakiteny 

The distribution of Uncle Tefy has begun. First of all we delivered the 385 books 

which were printed with means from the company Heinzmann in Schönau. These are 

going to be distributed among schools and children in the area of Ambohimanam-

bola, east of the town of Antsirabe in the highland. Vakoka Vakiteny will also pro-

vide some training and courses for the teachers on these schools to ensure that our 

philosophy about joy of reading is maintained. 

 

A Norwegian lady, Mrs. Ebba Hauken who recently had birthday asked all her friends 

to donate money to Vakoka Vakiteny instead of buying presents. Together with 

some money from the municipality of Stavanger this will make 70 books for the 

school La Joie in Antsirabe which previously also has received books from Vakoka 

Vakiteny. We will have some training for the teachers and read for the children from 

our books at this school in May or June. Vakoka Vakiteny wants to thank Mrs Hau-

ken and the municipality of Sta-

vanger for this particular possibility. 

 

The distribution of the books will 

continue in the southern parts of 

Madagascar. We will also try to sell 

some of the books on the free 

marked with the aim of being able 

to finance future projects. 

Distribution of Uncle Tefy 

Layout and content: 

Sophie Küspert-Rakotondrainy 
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Reprint of Dangaligny and Konaky 

The very first book we released was the 

children’s book Dangaligny and Konaky. 

This was in 2007. Now a second edition 

of this book is ready. The pictures are the 

same as in the first edition, but the lay-

out inside the book has changed and the 

text has been somewhat shortened. This 

has been done in order to make the text 

easier readable for the children. In the 

first edition of the book, the text was 

inside the pictures, whereas now the text 

is on white background. We also have 

increased the character size and the 

space between the lines. 

 

The printing of this second edition is partly sponsored by the Reading Centre (Lesesenteret) at the University of Sta-

vanger. They will donate 10 000 NOK (1250 €) for this purpose. In order to be able to print an acceptable number of 

copies, Vakoka Vakiteny will cover some of the financing by other sources. 

The printing of the book is estimated to be done in a few months time. 

Page 10 and 11 in the new edition of Dangaligny and Konaky 

Geographic picture book 

Now all the photos for the geographic picture book are taken and we have begun to put them together for the 

book. We continue the writing of over 50 small texts about towns, nature and people in the 6 provinces of Mada-

gascar. Our illustrator for this book, Voninirina Rakotoson, has started to draw the maps for the book. We hope to 

have the manuscript ready for printing by April/ May. 



Vakoka Vakiteny has finally met the author of the youth novel about 

the street girl Todisioa. Nasrin Siege lives in Addis Ababa, and we were 

able to meet her several times when we were there in February. 

It was very inspiring to see her and talk to her. She suggested us to 

apply for sponsoring for the translation at the Goethe institute in An-

tananarivo, which we also did. Now it remains to see if our application 

will be accepted or not. 

The original German version of the book about Todisoa will be 

launched in Germany in August, and after this we can hopefully begin 

the printing of the Malagasy edition. 

Meeting with Nasrin Siege 
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Ampanirio, the ”green book” 

We continue the work with the “green book” Ampanirio which we presented in the last newsletter. The proofread-

ing of the texts is already finished. As soon as the coloring of the last pictures is done, the manuscript will be sent 

out for correction and approval to the group who was involved in the workshop where the texts were written. 

 

The title we have chosen, “Ampanirio”, is the title of a poem written by one of the participants in the workshop. 

Ampanirio means “make it grow!” in Malagasy, but the verb “to grow” can also mean “to hope”. This title under-

lines the aim of all the different texts in the book: to encourage youth to take care of the environment in Madagas-

car and to never give up hope. 

Page 28—29 containing a poem and a short story 

Sophie and Nasrin Siege in Addis Ababa 
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Plans for the first 6 months of 2011 

January to March: 

• Distributing Uncle Tefy 

• Public launching of Uncle Tefy in Toliara 

• Finishing the manuscript of Ampanirio 

 

April and May: 

• Teacher trainings about reading at different schools 

• Printing and distributing Ampanirio 

• Printing the second edition of Dangaligny and Konaky 

• Finishing the manuscript of the geographic picture book 

 

June: 

• Finishing the translation of Todisoa 

• Printing the geographic picture book 

• Contacting institutions in Madagascar about possible inclusion 

of the geographic picture book in the school curriculum /    

libraries 

 

We hope that we will be able to come to Germany in July together 

with our new books to meet the association and the people support-

ing our work. 

 

People we want to thank especially for 

their different kinds of support during 

the year 2010: 

 

• Dr. Klaus-Christian and Sonja Küspert 

• Marion and Hubert Kienzler 

• Hans-Christian Küspert 

• Dr. Clemens and Sibylle Däschle 

• Christel Schelshorn 

• Hansjörg Willig 

• Franziska Kienzler 

• Anna-Lena Kienzler 

• Dominik Schelshorn 

• Hellmut Bauer 

• Bodil Hauken 

• Ebba Hauken 

• Marianne Wasserburger 

• Evy and Reimar Brun 

• Dr. Lisa Chr. Warth 

• Helmuth Stäudel 

• Gerhard and Cornelia Schlechtweg 

• Øyvin Danielsen 

• Dagmar and Hansjürgen Kellermann 

• Jan Egil Hafstad 

• Bjørg Sand 

• Nina Alekseevna Zelina 

• Wiebke Matthei 

• Joachim Lemke 

• Dr. Gerhard and Ingeborg Schulke 

• Paul and Christiane Däschle 

• Daniele Wintz 

• Carina Moser 

• Peter Dürschinger 

• Karl Martin Hansen 

• May Lise Talgø 

 

Organizations, institutions and  

companies: 

• Eine-Welt-Verein Keniahilfe 

• Albert Schweitzer Gymnasium 

• Embassy of Madagascar in Berlin 

• Firma Heinzmann, Schönau 

• Sunde skole, Stavanger 

Knowledge and joy of reading for children and 

youth in Madagascar 


